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A Happy & Prosperous New Year
Dear Parishioners,
I hope you all had a very blessed and joyful Christmas, though it was, for many
people, a very different Christmas this year. This pandemic and
the unexpected lockdown and restrictions have placed quite a lot of additional
pressure on parents and families. This situation deprived many people of the
togetherness offered by the festival of Christmas to share the love and joy of the
festivity with their extended families. At the same time Covid-19 has enabled us
to spend quality time with close family members in the home.
As we come closer to saying goodbye to the year 2020, which has been very
challenging one, let us draw goodness and strength from it and thank God for
that. This pandemic has presented us with many challenges, including, and not
least, challenges to the practice and living out of our faith. As followers of Jesus
Christ, faith will be crucial if we are to get the strength to cope and to continue
on our journey. For me, the most edifying example of the importance of faith as
a loved reality was abundantly evident during this year as we prepared for the
resumption of public celebration of Mass after the first lockdown. Many of our
parishioners volunteered to be stewards which enabled us to welcome people to
church to find solace in a visit to the Blessed Sacrament and to participate in
the Mass in which people experience the love, care and healing of our Lord
Jesus Christ which people missed for months. I wish to express my
appreciation and thanks to the volunteers for their continued support.
P.T.O

It has been a particularly difficult and lonely time for those
who had to lay to rest a family member, whether it is due
to Covid-19 or illness, this year. For those in nursing
homes and hospitals and for their families it has been a
very trying time as visits were discouraged or made
impossible. Couples who had planned to celebrate their
love in the Sacrament of Marriage have been
seriously inconvenienced by the pandemic. We remember
them all in our prayers in a special way at this time and
also their family members. May the new born King give
them peace, strength and comfort.

This present situation constitutes a huge challenge to
faith, yet in so many ways we witnessed that it brings out
the best in people, awakening the need for
connectivity and community. Goodness, generosity and
gentleness are in evidence in service in the
neighbourhood and through volunteering. As Christians
and followers of Christ, let us be a beacon of hope.
Finally, as a people of faith and hope let us commend the
New Year 2021 to the Blessed Virgin Mary as we prepare
to celebrate the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God.
Fr. Vincent Arulandhu SCJ

Wishing you all a very happy
and healthy New Year 2021!
From Payal, Br Andrew,
and Fr Vincent
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