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The solemnity of ihe Most Socred Heort of Jesus is set oside by the

church os o doy of proyer ond intercession for the sonctificciion

of priests. In 20lB, in the Archdiocese of Birminghom, it morks the

stort of o yeor of thonksgiving, proyer ond celebrotion for the

priests of this diocese. in preporotion for o noiionol celebrotion of

priesthood to coincide with the solemnity of the Socred Heort in

2019.

This yeor morks the 45Oth onniversory of the foundotion of the

English college, Douoi, the first institution to form priests for the

mission in Englond ofter the Reformotion. From Douoi, colleges

were founded ocross Fronce. spoin cnd Portugol, ond in Rome.

These colleges troined the priests, wiihout whom cotholicism

would olmost cerioinly hcve died out in Englond ond Woles'

For generotions, priests were treoied os troitors ond lived under

cover in feor of their lives; hundreds were moriyred for their witness

to christ ond His church. Even in loter times, priests were few in

number, poorly resourced ond sociolly excluded. wiihout their

resilience ond couroge, the church we hove todoy would not

exist.

This yeor is o time to thonk God for the priests of todoy. os well os

io celebrote the post. Loy people, deocons ond members of

religious congregotions ore encouroged to proy for the priests of

the Archdiocese of Birminghom, post, present ond to come' We

celebrote ond give thonks for those who hove gone before us, ond

for our present generotions of priests, ond suppori them wiih our

proyers. We proy ever more fervently thct young men in our

fomilies, porishes, schools. colleges ond universities will heor ond

respond to the coll to Priesthood'

This proyer hcs been composed to drow together our intentions

for this speciol yeor. You ore wormly invited to proy it frequently,

whether privoiely. in fomilies or groups, ct home or in church'



A Proyer for Priests

God our Fother, we proise you for ihe gift of the priesthood in your
Church, ond for the ministry of priests in service of your people. We
thonk you for the precious gift of your Son, received of the honds
of your priests.

We proy for oll the priests of the Archdiocese of Birminghcm. Mcy
they find inspirotion ond encourogement from ihe loity, deocons
ond religious, ond from eoch oiher.

We recoll, wilh grotitude, ihe priests who hove been o source of
groce in our lives. lWe proy especiolly for Fr...l Be wotchful over
your priests, Lord. we proy. Give couroge to those who serve you,
ond groni them iheir eternol reword. Hove mercy on those who
hove struggled to stoy close to you.

Most Socred Heori of Jesus, we ploce oll priests of the
Archdiocese of Birminghom under your protection. Be present in

the heorts of oll our priests. Mcy their heorts burn with love for you.
We proy thot oll priests experience the joy of the Gospel in their
lives, ond ore constonlly enriched by your Word.

Most Socred Heori of Jesus, renew oll priests in their service of
God.

Most Socred Heort of Jesus, guide cll priests olong the right poth.

Most Socred Heort of Jesus. gront oll priests potience ond
fortitude.

Most Sccred Heort of Jesus, ieoch us compossion ond
understonding for our priests.

Most Socred Heort of Jesus, open our heorts to respond to our
own coll to your service.

Most Socred Heort of Jesus, nurture vocofions to the priesthood in

our fomilies, porishes ond schools.

Most Socred Heort of Jesus, bless the priests ond people of our
porishes, ond fill our heorts with your mercy. Amen




